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Women’s Expo returns to Middle Country Library

The largest ever, this year's Expo features 71 women entrep

BY LYNN ZAWAGK]

What do a physician, a retired teach-
ar and 8 children’s ulnth.ing d:iigm:r
have in common? More than you might
think. All are womed enirepreniars
exhibiting their wires made from tex-
tiles ot the at Middle Country Public
Library’s fifth annual Women's Expo.
I facd, for all three, i1's their first show
ever, These"firsi-timess are iaking the
plange into the daunung waters of
enirepremewrship — with-a htde bat of
help from the Long Island Fund for
Women & Girls and the Middle
Country Library Foundation, presen-
t1ess of the Expo

This year’s Expo, the largest ever,
features 71 exhibitors. Last year's
Expo arracted 63 exhibitors and genes-
ated 1,506k visitors, amd organizérs
expect at least that many o flock 1o
this year's gvent,

Barbara Jordan, Middle Country
Library's assistant director of comma-
nity relations. thinks the Expo reflects
iwoe emerging trends. “One {5 the
changing d.cmngm.phic: and greater
ethnic diversity to be found on Long

reneurs

Phodog by Lynn Zeeacki
Hriszting Skrabonja. left, with her black-an-black ceramics, On right, Adriana Majera
Poliak with kand-sawn Argantine drasses.

Island. This i translating into more
upigiie products being introduced into
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From lefl 1o right, Expo
exhibitors  Adriana  Najera
Pollock, Jane Bdsall, Krsgtina
Skrabonja, Sharon X. Liang,
M.D., and Christine Roslofsen
display their wares. Jatning them
are  Elizabeth Malfai, Miller
Business Resource Center. Middle
Country Public Library, Margaret
Hu.f'-':'_\', Long lsland Fund for
women and Girls and Janet Jones,
Verizon Community Affairs.
Below ¢ Sharon X. Liang with
Chinese folk ar.

Photos by Lynn Zawack

this markeiplace from thels couniries
of orgin she said And the other?
“Oreater numbers of women with full,
successful careers, who ke ansther
wabent of interest of theirs and tam i
o a business.”

Vendors inclide Dv Sharon Llu.'ng.
asaistant professor  and =.11¢ru:|i.r|.g
physician at the Siony Brook Health
Sciences Center's School of Medicine.
Originally from China, Liang began
importing  arlistic embroidery from
Xiang (the Chinese term sometimes
used for the province of Hunan) a few
Wears ago,

Chinese folk an embroldery goes
back 2,000 years. “My cousin co-
founded the China Hunan Embroidery

’
Women's Expo
Continned from page B

She’s bringing more than 100 of them —
wristlets, evening purses, regular hand-
hags and backpacks — to sell at her
booth at prices ranging from 39 (o 49
Some are colorful stripes. Some are
leopard prints. Some are decorated with
beads and tassles. And all are made lov-
ingly by hand

Adriana Najera of Lake Grove, who
wis bom in Argenting, is introducing a
line of fine guality children's clothing in
the Argentine/European style to the LS.
market, She designs the dresses hersell
and then visits Buenos Aires to pick
quality fabrics for them, Based on her
designs, local dressmakers in Tucuman,
Arpentina, sew the dresses, some with
hand smocking. *Smocking is so tradi-
tiomal in Argentina, [ wanted 1o bring
that here,” she explained.

For the past two years she's heen
building an inventory of winter and
sumnmer lines. This month, she’s aunch-
ing her company’s website, She hopes
the Expo will help introduce Adriana
MNajera Fashions Tnc. and that her web
site will promote the brund. Deesses are

Museam, and my sister works there,”
she explained. "1 went 1o visit, saw the
museum and thought it would be nice
to keep the iradition going and bet the
American pecple know abowg "
Fieces, which con take from one week
to several months 1o make, are all
handmade 14 .x:ln.ng u:i.rl.] il ru::dl:ing
techampues, each containing more than
100 codors.

Chrstine Roelafseq spenl 30 years
in the classroom as un elementary
teacher, She'll be bringing handmade
fabric pocketbooks, which she
designed and sewed, 1o the Expa, "It's
like an adventure for me. | alwavs need
a project,” she explained.

Roelofsen, who has “always sewn."
made all her own elothes. “1 gat started
making pocketbooks for mysell and

CONTINUED

priced a1 343 1o 360,

If you visit the Expo, look for Jane
Edsall of Mount Sinai, who creates
multi-metal handerafied jewelry with
semi-precious stones, She handpaints
the original designs and eiches them
with nitrc ackd. This veteran of galleries
and juried an shows started making jew-
elry while living in the south of France
in the 1970 and worked in a studio in
New Orleans for a year, Now, she has a
full-time business on Long [shand,

And don't forget o see Kriszting
Skrabonja’s unuswal black-on-black
ceramic pottery. You'll find vases, plat-
ters, candle holders and candy dishes.
“It*s a family tradition that I learned and
am continwing,” said Skrabonja, a
Hungarian native, whose company,
Trade of the Ad, 15 based in Flushing,
The technique is labor intensive and
time consuming, she expluned, and the
process can take up to 3 month. The pot-
tery is finally smoked and fired 1n a kiln,
which gives it that black colar,

“N's all about developing women
entrepreneurs,” said Janet Jones, Long
Island community affairs director for
Verizon, a sponsor, and a Middle
Country Library Foundation hoard

‘One is the changing
demagraghics and greater
ethnic diversity to be found on
Long Island. This is translating
into mare unique products
being infroduced info this
marketplace from their
countries of origin.”’

; — BARBARA JORDAN

MIDDLE COUNTRY LIBRARY

member. “It's a very neutral environ-
ment. We provide a lot of suppon.”
"Many are home-based businesses,”
suys Margaret Harvey, of Long lsland
Fund for Women & Girls. Each spring,
she said, Women's Expo sponsors pro-
vide educational workshops to help ven-
dors grow and develop their businesses
Those sponsors include Bank of
America and 14 others who are lending
their support 1o the event, Expo proceeds
help support the fund’s grantmaking
program and the Middle Country

family members. When you make a bot
of pocketbooks, you need a place o
market them. How many can you use
in your house?" she quipped. And
make a lot af pocketbooks she did.

Conrninied on page B3l

Proto by Lynn Zawacki
Soma of the many products which wil
be available at thig year's Women's Expo
In Centereach

Library’s Miller Business Resource
Center, 1
Said Skrabonja, “The evenl seems so
well organized, I'm really looking for-

ward to the Expa,”
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